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“If thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
if thou seekest her as silver, and search- 
est for her as for hid treasures; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” 

—Proverbs 2: 3—5. 


LETTERS 


Help to Press On 
Dear Sister: 

With this month January, comes rejoic- 
ing that the foolishness and jollifications of 
December are over! It reminds us, who are 
in the truth, to “be sober,” and “watching,” 
and “taking heed, lest we fall.” The trials 
of everyday living are a good test of our 
faith, and it is such a help to be taught to 
be thankful for trials, and to rejoice in 
them. I don’t know if I’m actually glorying 
in them, but am striving to learn to do so. 

The answers to questions in the last MEs- 
SAGE were a great help. The Maranatha 
Letters and the visits I’ve had from you 
good people, all have inspired me to “press 
on.” 


Potsdam, N. Y. O. B. W. 


From a “Shut-in” 
Dear Friend: 

Your good letter of the month received 
and as always it is very welcome. You ask 
that I tell of someone who has inspired me 
to press on. It is often the things I read 
from Megiddo literature and the Bible, and 
the things that I remember or recall which 
I have read with which I take heart, banish 
gloom, despair, discouragement, etc., and by 
which I stay patient, tolerant, hopeful, keep 
faith, renew faith, bear pain, illness and 
look beyond the present condition of the 
world, and so forth. 


“It’s hanging on that does it, 
When others faint and tire, 
To keep a going onward 
To climb a little higher. 
Some folks are always weary 
They say it can’t be done, 
While others keep on trying 
And find in work their fun. 


“It’s hanging on that does it 
It takes a lot of grit, 

But the more of that you’re spending 
The more you have of it. 

And soon it gets as easy 
As singing an old song. 

So forget that you are plugging 
And the days just slide along. 


“It’s hanging on that does it. 
Folks see you standing pat 
They say you are a wonder 
A genius and all that. 
You laugh at their exclaiming 
Superior brain, or brawn 
And know that all the difference 
Is just in hanging on.” 
Middleburg, Pa. E. B. 


More Hope and Faith 
Megiddo Mission: 

Please find enclosed renewal to the MES- 
SAGE which I would not want to be without. 
It is surely a bright hope in this dark world. 
From its pages we find new hope and in- 
creased faith. 


Selma, Iowa ¥. e> 
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Signs of Life 


detect even a feeble pulse in the victim of a dis- 

aster. Immediately a thrill grips the onlookers who 
are standing about, anxiously hoping the unfortunate 
victim is not dead. There are signs of life in him. Just 
so the men of the world—as well as the world of believers 
—should be able to say of the alert Christian, “He is alive; 
we see signs of life in him.” And these signs must be much 
more vivid than a feeble pulse. In the Sermon on the 
Mount Jesus informed His hearers that the righteous 
life is always apparent. It is radiant: “Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 
Thus, every true disciple of Christ manifests visible signs 
of life. 

There are many signs of life and action that we might 
see as we go through life, and scarcely do we witness any 
of these signs without a feeling of warm emotion being 
aroused within us. Signs of spiritual life are none the 
less real or less desirable than signs of physical life. And 
they are much more vital. The former only affects the 
saving of what remains of a possible life span of seventy 
to eighty years, beset by the perplexities of mortality; the 
latter has the possibilities of making safe a life that will 
last forever, in unspeakable bliss and happiness. 

When we meet a friend who has been in poor health 
for some time, we are quick to register our pleasure at 
signs of improvement. Should not the sign of improved 
spiritual health bring even greater joy to the brother 
who is spiritually alert? The beloved John, writer of the 
Epistles bearing his name, placed the spiritual health 
above the temporal, using it as the background from 
which to compare the physical health. Addressing his be- 
loved friend, Gaius, he said: “Beloved, I wish above all 
things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as 
thy soul prospereth. For I rejoiced greatly, when the 
brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, 
even as thou walkest in the truth. I have no greater joy 
than to hear that my children walk in truth” (III John 
2—4). Do we exhibit that same rejoicing as we see our 
brother walking in truth? 

As we contemplate these signs of spiritual life we find 
they can be many and varied, but they are not fancied; 
they are real, and if we do not possess them our claim to 
being spiritually alive is only vain. Let us proceed to test 
our degree of “aliveness” by our ability to manifest these 
signs. 


He STILL ALIVE!” shout rescue workers as they 


How Do We Respond When Duty Demands Sacrifice? 


The Christian’s life is a life of sacrifice, of perpetually 
giving up our own way, and doing the things we naturally 
would not care to do. The Apostle Paul speaks very frank- 
ly about this in Gal. 5: 17, “For the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would.” It is natural for us to be self- 
centered, self-assured. Our own opinions and attitudes 
nearly always seem right to us. As saith the Scriptures: 


“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes” (Prov. 
21: 2). It is a sure sign of spiritual life, active life, abun- 
dant life, when one can willingly surrender the right to 
his own opinion. 

Romans 12:1 speaks of sacrifice at its highest and 
best: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 
Making this sacrifice demands surrender of every waking 
moment of our lives. It is a “living sacrifice,” the sacrifice 
of a living man. “God’s sacrifice is a soul with its evil 
crushed, a heart broken with penitence” (Psalm 51: 17, 
Moffatt) . 

We speak about the virtue of Abraham in showing 
his willingness to sacrifice his son, Isaac, in obedience to 
the Lord’s command. It would be difficult for us to think 
of a sacrifice that would be greater or harder to perform. 
And indeed we can thank God that we are not called upon 
to make such a sacrifice, but if we render our bodies a liv- 
ing sacrifice we shall have accomplished a monumental 
work; we shall have done all that God asks us to do. 

We must be willing to sacrifice time to help on in the 
Lord’s work, and to help others. God has promised to do 
for us “exceeding, abundantly above all that we ask or 
think.” No sacrifice that we are asked to make, no incon- 
venience that we might be put to, should seem a large 
sacrifice compared to the great reward in store for us if 
faithful. We sometimes are called upon to sacrifice money, 
or we may find it necessary to give up doing the very 
thing we like to do most in order to help on with the work 
of the Lord. 

We sometimes act much like Naaman the Syrian. We 
would be willing to do some great thing, something we 
feel might bring us praise and recognition, or increase 
our prestige with the brotherhood, but we are not willing 
to do the small things. In God’s scale of values there are 
no little sins, as any broken law will stand against us at 
Judgment Day. Likewise there are no good deeds too 
small for Him to notice. “Whatever good thing any man 
doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he 
be bond or free” (Eph. 6:8). God demands perfection, 
and while perfection is no trifle, it is trifles that add up 
to perfection. 


Can We Take Second Place and Like It? 


Self-importance is a weakness that is very deeply en- 
trenched in the human heart. Naturally we want to be 
first and we resent anyone taking our position from us. 
It is natural for us to believe strongly in ourselves. We 
feel that if we do not believe in ourselves perhaps no one 
else will believe in us. Hence we must put our best foot 
forward, must strive to appear important and if anyone 
challenges our position we are apt to become extremely 
disturbed about it. Now that is a sign of death, not a sign 
of life. Christians who are fully alive in God’s work, and 
who really love life, are so concerned about getting them- 
selves right with God that there is no place in their lives 
for feeling slighted. “Let the brother of low degree re- 
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joice in that he is exalted: but the rich, in that he is made 
low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass 
away” (James 1:9, 10). Furthermore Peter, who was 
with Christ in the holy mount at the time of the trans- 
figuration, and was an eyewitness to His glory, warned 
in his First Epistle: “Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by con- 
straint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 
mind; neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but 
being ensamples to the flock. And when the Chief Shep- 
herd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away. Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves 
unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, 
and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves there- 
fore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you 
in due time” (I Pet. 5: 2—6). 

The Prophet Samuel was a shining example of this 
godly virtue. Samuel had spent the best years of his life 
in the interest of his people. He had judged Israel for 
many long years. Under his benevolent reign a degree 
of peace and prosperity had been achieved. It seemed to 
him that his work was sufficiently outstanding to merit 
appreciation by all the people of Israel. But the people 
grew restive and uneasy. They wanted a king. They 
wanted to be able to match their neighboring nations in 
sovereignty. They made their desire known to Samuel. 
It could have seemed a personal affront to him, an indica- 
tion of extreme inappreciation on their part, and he 
easily could have become quite exercised about it, and 
made it known that he was all through with them. But 
what did he do? After the Lord informed him that it was 
a part of His plan for Israel to have a king, he humbly 
took second place and tried to be helpful in it, saying: 
“God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the 
right way.” 


How Do We React When Opposed? 


“Great peace have they which love thy law, and noth- 
ing shall offend them,” said the Psalmist. To fully meet 
these requirements is a tremendous undertaking, and its 
accomplishment is a task only for the men and women 
who are fully alive to God. No one likes to be disagreed 
with. It is an affront to a man to be told he doesn’t know 
what he is talking about, yet that may be the truth, and 
to be able to take it without the slightest sign of animos- 
ity is a strong and certain sign of spiritual life. Moses 
was said to be the meekest man on earth. We read in 
Num. 12:3, “Now the man Moses was very meek, above 
all the men which were upon the face of the earth.” He 
was an outstanding example in this respect. Few men 
ever undertook a more thankless task, or worked with a 
less appreciative body of people than the children of Is- 
rael in the Wilderness. Time and again the people re- 
belled and brought unjust charges against Moses. And 
what was his reaction? Did it generate bitterness and re- 
sentment in his heart? No, a thousand times no. When the 
people murmured he humbled himself, he fell on his face, 
and patiently rested his case with God. 

Jesus our great Example showed His abundant spirit- 
ual life in that when “he was reviled, he reviled not again; 
when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed him- 
self unto him that judgeth righteously.” “For consider 


him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds” (I 
Pet. 2: 23; Heb. 12:3). 

In II Tim. 2:24, 25 we find a lesson from the great 
Apostle Paul who himself knew how to take opposition 
in the spirit of meekness. He said to his son-in-the-faith, 
Timothy: “And the servant of the Lord must not strive; 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meek- 
ness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God 
peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowl- 
edging of the truth.” We sing: 

“Help me to keep a right spirit, Lord, 
As a true child of Thine; 

In all my ways and in all I do, 
Lord, may Thy glory shine. 

“Help me to keep a right spirit, Lord, 
Though I may injured be; 

Help me to bless in return for wrong, 
Resting my soul in Thee.” 


If, like Samuel and like Jesus, we can keep a right spirit 
even when it seems to us that we have been injured, then 
we manifest a very vivid sign of life. 


Love for Our Brother a Sign of Life 


In John’s Epistles he singles out love for the brother- 
hood, a love for our brother, as a sign of life. And the ab- 
sence of love, or hatred, as a sign of death. 

As we drive along the city street we come upon a bar- 
ricade by an open manhole, and a sign, “Men at work.” 
Have you ever seen a man from whose life you could de- 
tect that God is at work in the deep recesses of his soul? 
Now what are the signs of life, and what put them there? 
The Apostle John, writing on the theme of God at work, 
said, the sign of His life in you is that you love one an- 
other. “We know that we have passed from death unto 
life because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his 
brother abideth in death” (I John 3:14). The death 
spoken of here is not the stopping of the pulse beat, or 
severing the jugular vein, not the collapse of the lungs, 
or complete cessation of all the life processes. It is a man 
cutting himself off from the Eternal, the state of being 
“dead in trespasses and sins.” 

Death, too, has its signs. “Whosoever hateth his brother 
is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eter- 
nal life abiding in him” (v. 15). Murder means taking 
life. That is the capital crime. The man who hates his 
brother is the man who cuts himself off from his brother. 
The sign of life is that a man is concerned about the wel- 
fare of his brother in the faith, the sign of death is that 
he doesn’t care. 

When people in general talk about brotherly love they 
are inclined to think of it in the “wholesale and approve 
it in the abstract.” They will readily agree that the world 
is suffering from hatreds, nation against nation, race 
against race, class against class. But the apostle brings 
us “bolt upright against ourselves.” For the death from 
God that is the murder of hatred originates down deep 
in the heart of the man who has no concern for the wel- 
fare of another. “Shutting up the mechanisms of mercy,” 
that, John would say, “is death.” 

But John’s Epistle brings the matter close home and 
restricts the area of our thinking, focusing it directly 
upon ourselves. When John speaks about hating our 
brother he means our fellow Christian. It may be mem- 
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bers of our immediate families, or those who live in the 
same house with us, “especially those of the household of 
faith.” This death—hatred—flourishes in the soil of self- 
deception, where people tell each other that they are in 
favor of love, but do nothing about it. 

We sometimes are reluctant to give practical help to a 
brother in need. We say to ourselves, if he would attack 
his problem in a more practical way, he might not need 
help. But such is not always the case, and selfishness may 
prompt our reasoning. If we knew that Jesus was some- 
where in the immediate vicinity and needed help, we 
would be quick to come to His assistance. But remember, 
it was Jesus Himself who said: “Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me” (Matt. 25: 40). 

And there is still another definition of love for our 
brother, and one that is entirely foreign to human think- 
ing, and that is to love him by showing him his sins. 
Sometime ago a minister preached a thought-provoking 
sermon built around the theme of love for the brother as 
the sign of life. Part way along in the discourse he had 
this to say: “At this point, if this sermon and this word 
of Scripture is to do us any good, we shall have to prac- 
tice an art which for most Americans becomes a bit awk- 
ward through disuse. In order to understand this business 
of death with a capital D and life with a capital L, we 
have to peer deep into our own hearts.” If peering deep 
into one’s own heart is an art that has become awkward 
through disuse, surely the average professing Christian 
would be totally unfamiliar with the art of showing true 
Bible love. 

A statement by Moses on brotherly love provides a clue 
to the thinking of the Divine Mind. “Thou shalt not hate 
thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke 
thy neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him” (Lev. 19: 15). 
The neighbor is the brother, and the brother is the neigh- 
bor. If we see him in transgression we must rebuke and 
warn him, there is no better way to show godly love for 
him. “Thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, and 
not suffer sin upon him.” If we fail to heed this command 
we are hating our brother, hence are what John defines 
as murderers. 

If a motorist were aware that a half mile down the 
highway a bridge was out, and the hazardous breach in 
the pavement was rendered invisible to approaching traf- 
fic by a bend in the road, could that motorist say he had 
any love for his fellow motorists if he made no effort to 
warn them of the peril just ahead? If lives were lost 
through his negligence, could not the verdict of murder 
rightfully be lodged against him? 

Now each of us must be a brother’s keeper, it is an un- 
failing sign of life. None of us “liveth unto himself.” We 
may see our brother in transgression. He may not be 
aware of it, or may be willfully blinded. The law of God 
declares that “the wages of sin is death.” Our brother 
has transgressed, the law of God is inexorable, the death 
penalty will be imposed if he does not repent and reform. 
If we shirk our responsibility and do not warn him and he 
dies in his iniquity, his blood will be required at our hand. 
We are guilty of a hatred that abetted death. In order to 
determine whether we as individuals are alive to God or 
dead to Him, we shall have to scrutinize with the utmost 
honesty our own hearts. Self-deception is one of the com- 
monest of faults. 


The founder of this church once said: “I like to see the 
sign of spirituality flowing out on these fitting occasions.” 
Can we say that we always do this? When someone ex- 
hibits the spiritual strength to try to direct the conversa- 
tion away from something of a worldly nature, such as 
business, sports, recreation, or a thousand and one other 
things which may not in themselves be sinful, but which 
provide no impetus to spiritual growth, do we get squarely 
behind that brother with moral support and use our in- 
fluence in a way that is helpful? The command is: “Let 
your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, 
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man” 
(Col. 4:6). Such moral strength is a glowing sign of 
spiritual life. 

If a brother or sister has done well in the Lord’s work 
and is being commended for his or her good deeds, do we 
join in wholeheartedly to give that person the credit due 
him, or do we act as though we felt that we ourselves 
should be getting the praise? 


Warmth, a Sign of Life; Coldness, a Sign of Death 


We see many signs of life as we journey along our na- 
tional highways. Smoke curling from the chimney of a 
mountain cabin, or, after nightfall, a brightly lighted 
country home. These signs evidence life and activity. No 
pleasurable memory associates itself with an evening 
call at a friend’s home, if when we get there the place is 
dark, and the doors all locked. Our anticipations flour- 
ished around the prospect of meeting life, someone with 
whom we could pleasantly converse and exchange thoughts. 
Hence we were disappointed. 

Our thought pattern in this respect is similar to the Al- 
mighty’s. He is the Source of life, therefore will choose as 
His company only those alive to Him. He is “not a God of 
the dead, but of the living,” said the Great Teacher. And 
in this case the “living” expressly implied were Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, men who, though they had been 
sleeping for centuries, still lived in His memory—and 
whose mortal bodies will be re-created at Resurrection 
Day. The signs of life that thrill the Eternal Father’s 
heart is an aggressive interest in the things He is inter- 
ested in, purity of character, righteousness, and His plan 
for the world to come. If when He knocks at the door of 
our hearts He gets no response, if no signs of life, light 
and warmth are present in our dwelling, His call will be 
short. 

Another familiar highway sign is, “Construction ahead. 
Men working.” When our eye meets such a sign we know 
at once that life is there; dead men cannot work! And 
work is the synonym for accomplishment. Professedly 
religious people often are adamant in their belief that 
good works are not necessary to salvation, some even 
going so far as to say there is no need to work, that 
Christ has done all the work for them. But the Apostle 
James, in his usual practical manner, informs us that 
“faith without works is dead,” and the possessor of such 
a faith also is dead from God’s point of view; he shows 
no signs of life. 

Perhaps no better definition of the abundant spiritual 
life is given anywhere in the Scriptures than the closing 
words of I Corinthians 15: “Therefore, my beloved breth- 
ren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor 
is not in vain in the Lord.” 








6 MEGIDDO MESSAGE 





“The Rest of the Dead” 


who “lived not again until the thousand years were ended’ 


HERE are theories extant regarding this phase of di- 

vine revelation, but when analyzed they do not agree 
with the general teaching of the Bible. One theory—and 
one that seems to deserve some credence if a surface 
reading of Revelation 20 is taken as proof—is that the 
righteous are resurrected and rewarded at Christ’s com- 
ing, and the wicked a thousand years later. But this con- 
cept would contradict Matt. 25: 32,33, where Jesus said 
both righteous and wicked should stand before Him, and 
He shall “separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats: and he shall set the 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.” For 
the two classes to stand before Him at different times, 
and the occasions separated from each other by a thou- 
sand years, hardly seems reasonable. 

Proponents of this theory give the righteous the pref- 
erence by a thousand years, while in the parable of the 
“tares” the opposite procedure is indicated: “Let both 
grow together until the harvest: and in the time of har- 
vest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first 
the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but 
gather the wheat into my barn” (Matt. 13:30). This 
again contradicts the theory of the wicked being resur- 
rected a thousand years later than the righteous. 

The Bible plainly teaches that both righteous and 
wicked shall be resurrected and stand before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ at the same time. We read in John 
5: 28, 29, “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation.” And in II Cor. 5:10, 
Paul, referring to the class who have entered God’s serv- 
ice as “we,” states: “We must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things 
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad.” The foregoing definitely brings the 
righteous and wicked to judgment at the same time. But 
all this still leaves us with no solution of “the rest of the 
dead” of Rev. 20: 5. 

To get at the truth of the matter we shall have to go 
into a phase of Bible teaching practically unknown to the 
religious world. Two separate and distinct groups of peo- 
ple from among earth’s inhabitants are to qualify for sal- 
vation. The class who have worked out their salvation 
between the time of Adam and the coming of Christ are to 
be kings and priests; the much greater number to be taken 
out during the thousand-year reign of Christ on the earth 
are to be the subjects, or the population, when the earth 
is made over new. It is this second group to whom the 
second resurrection pertains. But for the sake of clarity 
let us approach this point in successive steps. 

The divine plan for the human family is closely tied 
in with that of this earth on which we live. As many 
who meet the specified standard shall live here forever. 
God said to Moses: “As truly as I live, all the earth shall 
be filled with the glory of the Lord” (Num. 14: 21). Six 
times in Psalm 37 the earth is referred to as the home 


of the righteous. In the opening remarks of the Sermon 
on the Mount, Jesus said: “Blessed are the meek: for they 
shal] inherit the earth.” In the familiar words of the 
Lord’s Prayer we read: “Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth, as it is in heaven.” 

Now to sketch briefly the plan: During seven thousand 
years, typified by the seven days of Creation, and the 
seven-day week under the Mosaic law, God is to find a 
sufficient number of men and women who will form holy 
righteous characters, and conform their lives to His 
standard of moral excellence, to fill the earth with His 
glory. The seven-day week was divided into six days of 
labor and a seventh day of rest. From Heb. 10: 1 we learn 
that the law—with its seven-day week—was a shadow 
of good things to come. And Peter tells us that a day with 
the Lord is as a thousand years. This gives us six one- 
thousand-year days preceding the dawn of the Sabbatic 
Day of rest, to be followed by that period of peace and 
tranquility when the righteous shall reign with Christ a 
thousand years (Rev. 20:4), and all evil shall be sup- 
pressed. 

Still another phase of the “plan” we must consider is 
the nature of the future government upon earth. It is to 
be a kingdom. Jesus was born to be King, as He witnessed 
when before Pontius Pilate. Everywhere Jesus went dur- 
ing His three years of ministry He preached the Kingdom 
of God. He likened Himself to a nobleman going to the 
seat of authority to receive for Himself a kingdom and 
to return. He now is in heaven on that mission. Revela- 
tion 11:15 reveals the scope of that Kingdom: “The king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdom of our Lord 
.,. and he shall reign for ever and ever.” 

To have a kingdom we must have a king, and a ruling 
class, as well as subjects, or the common people. Those who 
successfully work out their salvation during these six 
days—the six thousand years from Adam until Christ’s 
coming—are to be the ruling group in the new world, 
joint-heirs with Christ. Revelation 14 gives the number 
with Christ, the Lamb, as 144,000. A parallel passage in 
Revelation 7 represents the 144,000 as 12,000 from each 
of the twelve tribes of spiritual Israel. 

In Revelation 7:9 the subjects, or population of the 
heavenly Kingdom on earth are foreshown, and they are 
pictured as a great number which no man can number. 
“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no 
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo- 
ple, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes.” Today, large areas of 
the earth’s surface are desolate wastes. When the “wilder- 
ness and the solitary place . . . shall blossom as the rose,” 
and every part of the earth becomes fertile and habitable, 
the earth will sustain many times its present population. 

Verses 13—15 clearly show this expanded population, 
and their status under the new order: “And one of the 
elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which 
are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? And 
I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, 
These are they which came out of [after or beyond, the] 
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great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore are they 
before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell 
among them.” They were taken out after the great tribu- 
lation, the Battle of Armageddon, the great “time of 
trouble” following Christ’s second appearing (Dan, 12: 
1). And they shall “serve him,” which distinguishes them 
from the ruling class, Christ and the 144,000 overcomers 
of the 6,000 years. 

During the Millennium there still will be death, al- 
though the physical maladies that now plague humanity 
will largely be removed. Isaiah 65 describes this time: 
“There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall 
die a hundred years old; but the sinner being a hundred 
years old shall be accursed” (v. 20). 

At the close of the thousand years there is to be a sec- 
ond resurrection. All who live during that golden era will 
be under covenant to serve the Almighty, for all shall 
know the Lord from the least to the greatest (Heb. 8: 11), 
hence all are to be judged and rewarded. And it is this 
class who will compose “the rest of the dead” that should 
not live again until the thousand years are finished. 

With the destruction of the unfaithful of the one-thou- 
sand-year day the last vestige of sin shall be swept from 
the earth. Then the earth, filled with happy immortal 
beings, will roll forth from the hand of the Creator as 
another unit of His finished handiwork, completely filled 
with His glory, and permanently annexed to heaven. 





Neutrality 


T HE definition of neutrality is: friendly to each of two 
or more belligerents, or at least not taking part of 
either or any. Belonging to neither of two contestants, 
having no decided character, indefinite, middling. 

These definitions of neutrality bring to mind this in- 
cident: 

During the Civil War in America, three Northern of- 
ficers were appointed to a commission with three South- 
ern officers, after the battle of Prairie Grove, to negotiate 
an exchange of prisoners. While the commission was sit- 
ting, an aged farmer strayed into the room, thinking it 
was the provost’s office. 

His eyes were dim, but he quickly noticed the uniforms, 
and supposing himself in the presence of Northern staff, 
began protesting his loyalty to the Union. One of the of- 
ficers laughingly advised him to be cautious, and pointing 
to the Southern officers, told him to look at them. The old 
man put on his spectacles, and recognizing the uniforms, 
explained that his heart was with the South in the great 
struggle, and that his only son was a soldier in the South- 
ern army. Gazing around the room, he recognized the 
Northern uniforms also, and was bewildered. At last he 
leaned both hands on the table and surveying the entire 
party, he said: “Well, gentlemen, this is a little mixed, 
but you just go on and fight it out among yourselves; I 
can live under any government.” 

No true Christian can take such an attitude in the mat- 
ter of eternal life, and gain God’s favor. 

Jesus was strong to denounce neutrality when he said 
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through John, “I know thy works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot... . So then because thou art lukewarm, and 


neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth” 
(Rev. 3:15, 16). 

God will not accept a limp and hesitating service. He 
wants every fiber of our being used in His service. He 
wants our faith to be radiantly alive. His followers must 
be energized and enthused in overcoming the evils of 
their natures, 

God will not accept a divided heart, one striving to 
serve Him and also seeking his own pleasure. His words 
come with force, ‘““No servant can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon” (Luke 16: 13). Not “You must 
not,” but “you cannot!” You cannot serve two masters 
because the moment you try to do so your allegiance is di- 
vided and therefore you are serving mammon and not 
God. God wants wholehearted service, our entire alle- 
giance. 

We cannot be neutral; we must take a firm stand for 
God or we are classed with those who hate Him. As the 
above-mentioned farmer, we have many times been guilty 
of claiming loyalty to two masters; sometimes depending 
on whom we were with. Paul admonished us to be the same 
in his absence as in his presence. Our heart must be fixed 
on God. 

Neutrality as a lasting principle, is an evidence of 
weakness. Neutrality is no favorite with Providence, for 
we are so formed that it is almost impossible for us to 
stand neutral in our hearts, although we may deem it 
prudent to appear so in our actions. 

A great worldly thinker once said, “When a spot of 
neuter ground is found in heaven or earth, then let neu- 
ters take their stand; real neuters are nothing, and pro- 
fessed neuters on religious subjects are always false and 
faithless in reality.” 

In the days of the early church, how hard their perse- 
cuters strove to force the Christians to lay incense on 
the pagan altar. They did not ask for a lot but just a few 
grains would satisfy them; just enough to make them un- 
true to their God. We cannot accept a part of God’s law 
but we must be willing to go the last mile of the way, shed 
the last drops of our sacrifice. 

Can we expect God to give full pay for halfhearted 
service? So often when we come to grips with evil we are 
like little Johnny, who climbed on a chair, took the cookie 
jar down, slapped his hand and said, “Johnny, don’t,” but 
took the cookie! He tried to satisfy the moral law by 
slapping himself and then tried to satisfy himself by tak- 
ing the cookie. 

When one is a neuter or half Christian, he becomes a 
problem to himself and others; he is a halfway house 
trying to be a home. And no one can rest in halfwayness. 

James said, “A man of divided loyalty will reveal in- 
stability at every turn.” And the Psalmist declared, “I 
hate men who are half and half, but thy law I love” (Ps. 
119: 113, Moffatt). 

In view of the wondrous prize offered can we not throw 
our entire heart, mind, might and strength into the work 
for God? Can we not once and for all drown neuterism in 
the depth of faith and say with the Psalmist, “With my 
whole heart have I sought Thee; O let me not wander 
from thy commandments.” 
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Our Banner 


Every nation has a banner that is joyfully displayed 

At each festive celebration, when due homage must be paid. 

It is honored and respected by the citizens who share 

In the privileges granted, and the blessings scattered there. 

And a banner has been given to the lowly sons of men, 

That it may be held before them as they wage the war with sin. 
God’s own word of Truth is left us, to be held before the world, 
And His children are commanded, “Keep my flag of Truth unfurled.” 


’Tis the standard of the Christian, by the prophets held on high 
Since the days of righteous Abel, that the stranger passing by 
Might behold its glowing colors, and in pausing to admire, 
Find a gem of such rare value that it would his soul inspire. 
Held aloft throughout the ages by the righteous men of old, 
Millions have beheld the beauty that is seen in every fold. 
Being thrilled to see it waving, they enlisted in the fight 

To destroy the works of evil, in their place enthrone the right. 


Many fought, and died, still fighting, that our banner should not fall; 
Martyrs gave their life-blood freely answering the trumpet call. 
Others, weary of the conflict, turned their backs, and basely fled, 
All unmindful of the glory that awaited, just ahead. 

Through the centuries it floated, till the Christ was crucified, 

And Truth’s enemies exulted, thinking that the Cause had died. 

But by loving hands the banner was retrieved before it fell, 

And the ranks of the believers rapidly began to swell. 


The inevitable happened, as by prophets long foretold, 

And, through weariness or pressure, men exchanged their souls for gold; 
Till at last the ensign wavered, as its last defender died, 

Tottered, dropped among the rubble, resting gently by his side. 

Ages passed while it lay buried ’neath the fables of the land, 

No one caring aught about it; no one fearing God’s command; 

Till twelve centuries expiring saw a leader given birth, 

One who would exhume the Standard, start it waving o’er the earth. 


Yes, our flag again is flying o’er the ramparts of the brave; 

Seems we almost hear it saying, “Trust in me, for I will save. 

Rise, ye faithful, stand behind it! Truth will ne’er again go down, 

And the soldiers who defend it soon shall wear the victor’s crown. 

Do not falter; be not fearful of the onslaughts of the foe; 

Rather, raise a shout of triumph: forward into battle go. 

Lift the standard higher, higher, that the whole wide world may see 
Truth will conquer wrong and error; one day win the victory.” —L. L. S. 


TIME 


There’s a time to get, and a time to give, 
And a time to throw away. 

There’s a time to do a kindly deed, 
And that time is today. 


There’s a time to sing and a time to mourn, 
A time for joy and sorrow. 

There’s a time to love; but the time to hate 
Might better be tomorrow. 


There’s a time to sleep and a time to wake, 
A time to work and play; 
But the time to speak an evil thought 
Passed by us yesterday. 
—Selected. 





WHY BE SELFISH? 


The roses red upon my neighbor’s vine 
Are owned by him, but they are also mine. 
His the cost, and his the labor, too; 

But mine as well as his the joy to view. 


They bloom for him, and for me as fair 
As for the man who gives them all his care. 
Thus I am rich because a good man grew 
A rose-clad vine for his neighbor’s view. 


I know from this that others plant for me, 
And what they win, my joy may also be; 
So why be selfish when so much that’s fine 
Is grown for you upon your neighbor’s vine? 


—Sel. 





“We should love and help each other, 
Day by day, day by day, 
We should raise the fallen brother 
On the way, on the way, 
For the road is rough at best; 
As we count each weary mile, 
Let us cheer the fainting breast 
With a tender word and smile. 


“How the hand of love can lighten, 
All our woe, all our woe, 
How the gleam of hope can brighten 
All below, all below, 
Let us do the kindly deed, 
Let us speak the loving word; 
They will spring like precious seed 
In the garden of the Lord.” 





FORGETTING 


The art of forgetting many things is a blessed accom- 
plishment, and one that may be in great measure ac- 
quired by practice. Forget the unkind remark concerning 
ourselves or others, the petty injury, the fancied slight, 
and go on with a lighter heart, a stronger courage, and a 
purified memory. There are so many things worth remem- 
bering that it seems a pity to burden the mind with worse 
than useless things. But as we journey on day by day, let 
us never forget the “sin that doth so easily beset us,” 


but let us each one strive to remember the things wherein 
we are liable to stumble and fall. As the Prophet Jeremiah 
says, “Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps” (ch. 
31:21). Without this earnest, thoughtful care, this mo- 
mentary watchfulness, you will never overcome the evils 
of your nature. “Forgetting those things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto those things which are be- 
fore ... press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:18, 14). 
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OBITUARIES 
WILLIAM §S. VossurG 


On Jan. 3, 1959, funeral services for Mr. William S. 
Vosburg of Stone Arabia, N. Y., were conducted at Fort 
Plain by Brother Kenneth E. Flowerday. 

The deceased was an acquaintance of many years 
standing, whose late wife, Sister Cora A. Vosburg, was 
an actively interested reader. Sister Vosburg, with her 
sons and daughter, enjoyed frequent interchange of visits 
at their home and at the Megiddo Mission. In the last 
years of his long and active life, our friend found great 
comfort in our literature. 

Mr. Vosburg is survived by three sons, Vaughn, Ralph, 
and Gerald; two daughters, Eunice Vosburg and Mrs. 
Vada Laning, all of Stone Arabia, in which communiiy 
the deceased had had his long residence. Interment was 
at Fort Plain, N. Y. 


LEAH KATE YEMM 


The second funeral of the year, conducted by Brother 
Flowerday, was for another whose life had been very 
long and more than usually active. 

Sister Leah Kate Yemm, widow of our late Brother 
Robert Yemm of Fruitland, Ont., Can., fell asleep on 
Jan. 8, 1959, after a brief illness. Our sister who had 
moved to Rochester with her daughter, Sister Winifred 
Howson, and family some two years ago, succumbed while 
visiting another daughter near Hamilton, Ont., Canada, 
in which city her funeral services were conducted, at the 
Marlatt Funeral Home on January 10. 

Sister Yemm, with her husband and family, became 
interested in the work of the Megiddo Mission Church in 
the early 1930’s, and through the years has kept in close 
contact through visits, correspondence and the interests 
of others of her family, particularly Sister Howson, and 
a son Willard H. Yemm and wife of Hamilton, Ont., Can. 
It was her delight to attend the Church services when 
weather and strength permitted—an unusual ability at 
90 years. 

Sister Yemm is survived by five sons: Willard, Robert, 
Arthur, Harold, and Owen; four daughters, Mrs, Alma 
Knight, Mrs. Jane Jayne, Mrs. Kate McKinnon and Mrs. 
Winifred Howson; sixteen grandchildren, and twenty-one 
great grandchildren. 

We extend deepest sympathy to the bereaved and re- 
mind them of the hope of the Scriptures which lies be- 
yond this vale of sorrow and trouble, when “this corrupt- 
ible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory” (I Cor. 15: 54). 





Self-Denal Week 


The annual custom of a week of self-denial for the 
members of the Megiddo Mission Church will be observed 
this year, Feb. 1—7. Fasting is a Bible principle for the 
aid of self-control and self-mastery. Though the Christian 
must practice a certain amount of self-denial continually, 
for this week, the diet will be limited, as per former years 
to three articles of food excluding meat and desserts. It 
will be practiced by those physically able to partake. 


Bible Predestination 


Is man born with perfect freedom of will and action, 
or is he a mere automaton in the great scheme of things, 
“life’s puppet and fate’s pawn’? Many persons hold the 
latter view, asserting that God has predestined some to 
salvation and some to damnation, a machine from which 
man cannot escape. Before we come into the world, they 
say, our fate is sealed; effort is useless. We used to hear 
the savagely brutal remark from _predestinationists, 
“There are infants in hell a span long.” 

This peculiar and demoralizing idea of God’s plan is a 
bit of Oriental fatalism transplanted into Western soil; 
and all fatalism is supremely childish. For every effort 
there is a cause, and vice versa. Man in all ages has ably 
demonstrated his free moral agency. 

The Word of God nowhere countenances this theory. 
From the beginning the principle has been, “Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve.” The predestination of the 
Bible is clearly defined in Rom. 8: 29, 30 and 2: 13, “For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son. . . . Moreover, whom 
he did predestinate, them he also justified. For not the 
hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers of 
the law shall be justified.” 

It has been predestined from the beginning, by an 
immutable law, that if a man would be saved, he must be 
conformed to the image of Jesus by keeping the law of 
God. If he refuses, it is not by compulsion or predestina- 
tion, but, as Jesus said, “Ye will not come to me that ye 
might have life’; also, “Men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil.” 

For further proof of man’s freedom of choice, we urge 
the reading of the eighteenth chapter of Ezekiel. 





Storing Memories 


We possess many treasures that no longer have an ex- 
istence anywhere but in our memories. The little bypath 
with its tangle of wild roses has changed to a paved 
street; the old home has given place to a shop with glar- 
ing front; the little group that used to gather round the 
table for a chapter from the Bible and family prayer, are 
scattered and some passed from sight; but the memory 
still remains. 

Few of us prize as we should God’s great gift of mem- 
ory, or realize what a means of enrichment it is intended 
to be. Whether we will it or not we are continually stor- 
ing it with supplies for our future. Every happy hour 
leaves its picture, its impress on the mind; every unwor- 
thy deed its blot. Is it not worth while to think of this in 
our busy, crowded days, and so determine and choose 
what we will carry forward with us into the years ahead? 


“Beautiful thoughts make beautfiul lives, 
And every word and deed 
Lie in the thought that prompted it, 
As the flowers lie in the seed.” 





Too many people put off until tomorrow that which 
they should have done yesterday. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto 
children’s children; to such as keep His covenant, and to 
those that remember His commandments to do them” (Psalm 
103: 17, 18). : 


The Psalmist contemplates the mercies of God with a 
song in his heart, a song of rejoicing and thankfulness 
that the judgments of God and His wonderful plan for 
man have been made known unto him. “I will sing of 
mercy and judgment; unto thee, O Lord, will I sing” 
(Psalm 101: 1), and until we have that song of rejoicing 
in our hearts, the truth has not worked effectually within, 
causing us to rejoice evermore as Paul commands us in 
I Thess. 5:16. But true rejoicing is never the result of 
a command but an overflowing of our gratefulness for 
God’s wonderful mercies. The very time which we enjoy 
from day to day is one of God’s outstanding mercies, 
for “it is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not” (Lam. 3: 22). 

The prophet declares in Isa. 55: 8, 9, “For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.” 

God’s mercy is completely impartial in every respect 
and in each small detail. Jesus tells us the Father “maketh 
his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:45); and 
Jesus urges us to be as good as that also, that we may be- 
come His children. The Father gives life freely to all, 
and freedom to use it for good or evil. Is it as easy for 
us to be as impartial to everyone? God’s mercy has pro- 
vided enough for all, and to spare, but man’s low and 
selfish ideas of mercy have brought want and misery to 
millions, largely because his own ideas of mercy extend 
only to himself and a very few about him. 

God’s mercy often may not be just what we think it 
should be, or what we think best, but it is divine mercy 
nevertheless. The Hebrews, newly delivered from Egypt’s 
bondage, were suddenly trapped by Pharaoh’s forces 
against the sea. They could not imagine how deliverance 
could be theirs, yet God’s mercy provided exactly the 
deliverance they needed, just when they needed it and in 
the most unexpected manner. Naaman the Syrian ex- 
pected that God’s mercy should be displayed as the priests 
of the heathen gods performed their wonders, but he was 
allowed to experience the mercy of the Lord in a strange 
and simple way, when he had humbled himself enough. 
Perhaps no other way of healing his leprosy would ever 
have impressed him that there was a living God and He 
had a prophet in Israel. As we try to live the lives of true 
Christians, there are probably very few who cannot point 
to at least one instance where the mercy of God was ex- 
tended to us in a personal way, when we did not immedi- 
ately recognize it or believe it to be as merciful as it later 


proved to be. Truly He knows the end from the beginning 
and searcheth the heart of man. 

“The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlast- 
ing.” Does this sound as though God made His first man 
only six thousand years ago? Six thousand years is only 
a tick on the clock of Eternity, and had we no other evi- 
dence of any sort, a thoughtful consideration of this verse 
should direct our thoughts toward the idea that the Great 
Eternal must have been creating worlds and peopling 
them through the endless years of eternity; for the only 
proper object of godly mercy is men, godly men. Which 
brings us to the idea that some of God’s mercies are con- 
ditional. “Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him.” And the mercy that lasts for- 
ever is conditional. “For this is the love of God that we 
keep his commandments, and his commandments are not 
grievous” (I John 5:3). He offers eternal mercy to those 
who fear Him and do His commandments. As v. 10 says, 
“He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded 
us according to our iniquities.” No, not yet; but the mercy 
of continued time will come to an end some day so that 
the eternal mercies may commence, and it is the friends 
of God that will partake of these grand mercies beyond 
the imagination of man now to understand. And to be- 
come friends of God we must do “whatsoever I command 
you,” says Jesus (John 15:14). 

The King James translation says, “His righteousness 
unto children’s children.” Dr. Moffatt gives this, “The 
Eternal’s love is everlasting, his loyalty goes on to chil- 
dren’s children, when they obey his compact.” We are 
aware of the need for loyalty to God, but here God speaks 
of His loyalty to us if we obey the compact we have made 
with Him. What a wonderful thought, of the Eternal 
being loyal to frail man! 

It is difficult to get the full benefit from our text without 
considering the two preceding and the two following 
verses. Still reading in Moffatt, beginning with the 15th 
verse, we find man’s low mortal state pictured. “Poor 
man !—his days are like the grass, he blooms like a flower 
in the meadow; at the breath of a breeze it is gone, 
and its place never sees it again.” Certainly this is a 
temporary state. Then in our meditation verses we have 
learned that God requires of man a work, in keeping his 
compact with God, by keeping every commandment. As 
a result of such a work we shall now see what man can 
become by humbling himself to give up his own ways and 
learning higher, better ways. Verses 19—21, “In heaven 
has the Eternal fixed his throne, and his dominion covers 
all the world. Bless the Eternal, O his angels, ye strong 
spirits who obey his word! Bless the Eternal, all his 
hosts, ye servants who carry out his will.” 

Through the eyes of faith the sweet singer of Israel 
could see away down to the time when all these wonderful 
mercies would be poured out upon the faithful. In Psalm 
103: 4 he says, “He crowneth thee with loving kindness 
and tender mercies.” He could exclaim in admiration of 
God’s mercies because he knew that the crowning would 
come down at the end, after the work had been done. In 
Psalm 188: 8 he says, “Thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for- 
ever.” And if we do the work and partake of those mer- 
cies, we will not think of them as mercies, but they will 
come so fast and freely that they will seem as one unend- 
ing mercy; and that is just what eternal life is, the un- 
ending mercy of God—to them that love Him. 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Does the Bible condemn the use of alcoholic beverages? 


One needs only to read the following verses of Scrip- 
ture, and then he will have no difficulty to form his own 
conclusions. “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: 
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise” (Prov. 
20: 1). “Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath con- 
tentions? who hath babblings? who hath wounds without 
cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long 
at the wine; they that go to seek mixed wine. Look not 
thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his color 
in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. At last it biteth 
like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder” (Prov. 23:29 
—32). One more verse from Isaiah 5:11, “Woe unto 
them that rise up early in the morning, that they may fol- 
low strong drink; that continue until night, till wine in- 
flame them!” 

A noted speaker once said: “Drink has drained more 
blood, hung more crepe, sold more homes, plunged more 
people into bankruptcy, armed more villains, slain more 
children, disrupted more families, defiled more in- 
nocence, blinded more eyes, twisted more limbs, dethroned 
more reason, wrecked more manhood, dishonored more 
womanhood, broken more hearts, blasted more lives, driv- 
en more to suicide, and dug more graves, than any other 
poisoned scourge that ever swept its death-dealing waves 
across the world.” The only place in the Bible it is per- 
mitted is in case of sickness, or can be given to those 
“ready to perish.” 


We are trying to live the Christian life but have difficulty 
in controlling our children. Do you believe they should be al- 
lowed to grow up in their own way as many schools teach 
today, or do you believe in strict discipline? 


It is the duty of parents, who themselves want to be 
Christ-like, to bring up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. Failure in this respect is a viola- 
tion of God’s law as much as breaking any other com- 
mandment. Children should be taught to obey as early as 
possible. While the right precepts are being instilled into 
their minds a right example is a “must,” for children are 
perfect imitators. For instance, it would be difficult to 
teach children to be kind and considerate if they witness 
parents quarreling—or worse. 

Children require discipline just as much as they need 
love. Neither by itself will suffice. Love alone leads to in- 
dulgence and a pampered child. Discipline without love 
begets resentment which later grows into bitter hate. 
It is the devoted and skillful blending of the two that de- 
velops adults who are a joy and comfort to their par- 
ents and a credit to society. 


What did Jesus mean when He said: “Think not that I am 
come to send peace on earth”? (Matt. 10: 34). 


Jesus’ Kingdom is not of this present arrangement. He 
said to Pilate: “If my kingdom were of this world, then 
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would my servants fight.” Jesus came the first time humble 
and lowly, working out His salvation, but when He comes 
the second time “He shall come in the glory of the Father 
with the holy angels” (Matt. 25: 31). Since His first com- 
ing wars have increased and troubles have multiplied. But 
at His second coming when He brings all nations into sub- 
jection to the Father’s will all wars shall cease. Then the 
angels’ song, “On earth peace, good will toward men,” 
shall be fulfilled. 

The individuals who chose to follow the gospel of Jesus 
always encountered difficulty with the unbelievers, and 
many have suffered severe persecutions. Hence, to Jesus’ 
followers His gospel means a spiritual warfare, and not’ 
ease and contentment. In the world they have tribulation 
but they can have peace within their hearts because they 
keep the commandments and do those things which are 
pleasing in His sight. : 


Can a person, by studying the Bible and ‘understanding the 
way of salvation, be a worthy Christian when living all alone 
and never attending church with fellow believers? 


God does not intend that believers should live alone 
in willful isolation in this day. One may know the theory 
of the true religion when all by himself, but he needs as- 
sociation with others of like faith in order to practice his 
faith. Contact with our fellows is strengthening spirit- 
ually (Prov. 27:17), also it brings to light our weak- 
nesses which we must overcome, and which we would 
either be unaware of or disregard when all alone. “Woe to 
him that is alone when he falleth,” said the Preacher, 
“for he hath not another to help him up” (Eccl. 4:10). 

Further, we are commanded to provoke one another to 
love and to good works, “not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but ex- 
horting one another: and so much the more, as ye see 
the day approaching” (Heb. 10:25). This is the only 
right way; we must help others, others must help us. All 
have a responsibility. 

If, however, he is surrounded with unbelievers and has 
no way to contact fellow believers, even if it be two or 
three, he is better to sit alone. 


Do you believe God answers prayers today? 


Yes, but quite often God’s answer is No, for men do 
not pray according to His will. Prayer is a command 
(I Thess. 5:17), and if we pray according to His will 
He hears us (I John 5:14). He will not hear us if we do 
not keep the comandments which He has commanded us 
to observe (I John 3: 22; Isa. 59: 1, 2). We must learn to 
ask God to give us what He sees is best for us, and not 
for what we would naturally choose. We cannot ask God 
to give us that which His Word forbids, nor need we ex- 
pect Him to do for us what we can do for ourselves. Our 
prayers should be for God to help us overcome sin, to 
grow more like the Master, to be more loving and helpful 
to others. If we do on our part He will help and arrange 
circumstances to work for our good (Rom. 8: 28). 
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Cems of Life for Youth 


A GOOD NAME 


“A good name is rather to be chosen than great 
riches, and loving favor rather than silver and 
gold” (Prov. 22:1). 


GOOD name is the richest possession we 
A have while living, and the best legacy we 

leave behind us when dead. It survives when 
we are no more; it endures when our bodies and 
the marbles which cover them have crumbled into 
dust. How can we obtain it? It is won by virtue, 
by skill, by industry, by patience and persever- 
ance, and by humble and consistent trust and con- 
fidence in a high and overruling Power. It is lost 
by folly, by ignorance, by ignominy and crime, by 
excessive ambition and avarice. 

That good name, which is to be chosen rather 
than great riches, does not depend on the variable 
and shifting wind of popular opinion. It is based 
on permanent excellence, and is as immutable as 
virtue and truth. It consists in a fair and unsullied 
reputation—a reputation formed under the in- 
fluence of virtuous principles, and awarded to us, 
not by the ignorant and vicious, but by the intelli- 
gent and the good. 

In such a name we look first of all for integrity, 
or an unbending regard for rectitude; we look for 
independence, for a determination to be governed 
by an enlightened consideration of truth and 
duty; for benevolence or a spirit of kindness and 
good-will toward men; and, finally, for a reverent 
regard for all moral qualities. These are the es- 
sential properties of a good character, the living, 
breathing lineaments of that good name which 
commends itself to the careful consideration of 
the truly good everywhere. 

It is ever to be kept in mind that a good name 
is in all cases the fruit of personal exertions. It 
is not inherited from parents; it is not created by 
external advantages. It is no necessary appendage 
of birth or wealth or talents or station, but the 
result of one’s own endeavors, the fruit and re- 
ward of good principles manifested in a course of 
virtuous and honorable actions. Hence the attain- 
ment of a good name, however humble the station, 
is within the reach of all. No young man is ex- 
cluded from this invaluable boon. He has only to 
fix his eye on the prize, and to press toward it in 
a course of virtuous and useful conduct, and it is 
his. It may be said that in the formation of a good 
name personal exertion is the first, the second, and 
the last virtue. Nothing great or excellent can be 
acquired without it. All the virtues of which it is 
composed are the result of untiring application 


and industry. Nothing can be more fatal to the 
attainment of a good character than a confidence 
in the external advantages. These, if not seconded 
by your own endeavors, will drop you midway, or 
perhaps you will not have started when the dili- 
gent traveler will have won the race. 

The most critical period of life so often is that 
which elapses from fourteen to twenty-one years 
of age. More is done during this period to mold 
and settle the character of the future man than 
in all the other years of life. If a young man passes 
this period with pure morals and a fair reputa- 
tion, a good name is almost sure to crown his 
years and to descend with him to the close of his 
days. On the other hand, if a young man in the 
spring season of life neglects his mind and heart, 
if he indulges himself in vicious courses, and 
forms habits of inefficiency and slothfulness, he 
inflicts an injury on his good name which time 
will not efface, and brings a stain upon his char- 
acter which no tears can wash away. 

The familiar lines from Shakespeare come to 
mind: 


“Good name in man and woman, dear my lord, 

Is the immediate treasure of their souls: 

Who steals my purse steals trash; ’tis something, nothing; 
*Twas mine, ’tis his, and has been slave to thousands; 
But he that filches from me my good name 

Robs me of that which not enriches him, 

And makes me poor indeed.” 


Though a good name is won only by a life of 
constant activity and exertion, by self-denial, and 
an outflow of charity, yet its rewards are great 
and enduring, and to fail of its possession is to be 
without the best thing on earth. Without it gold 
has no value; birth, no distinction; station, no dig- 
nity; beauty, no charm; age, no reverence. 

A good name is thus a protection against sus- 
picion and evil reports; it is the source of the pur- 
est and most lasting enjoyment; it secures for us 
the esteem and confidence of our fellow men; it 
increases the power and enlarges the sphere of 
our usefulness; it has the most direct and happy 
bearing on our success in life; it stands connected 
with the happiness of our families and friends, 
with the welfare of society, with the temporal and 
eternal happiness of thousands. 

In every sense of the word a good name makes 
us better in this life. More than this, a good name 
with God is a possession which excels all else. 
For as a good name in this world prepares for 
every good thing in the sphere of temporal activ- 
ity, a good name with God, a name earned because 
of our faith and obedience to Him, will grant us 
a right to mingle with immortals, clothed with 
that same endless vivacity. 
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